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4 Days in Lapland with Kids: Rovaniemi
Itinerary
Rovaniemi, Finland   ·   December   ·   4 days

Tailored for families with children - includes child-friendly activities, interactive experiences, and family-appropriate options

Four days in Rovaniemi with kids, starting at Santa Claus Village and moving on to a husky homestead, a
reindeer farm and a day at Pyhätunturi ski resort. The last night is for a Northern Lights hunt in the Pyhä
wilderness.

Open the interactive trip: live map, photos and links

Before you go: Get a Finland eSIM: data on landing

What this trip might cost, per person for 4 days, flights extra:

Budget $390 · Mid-range $650 · Comfort $960
Opening hours, prices and transport change. Please double-check bookings and times before you go.

YOUR TRIP AT A GLANCE

1
DAY 1

Santa Claus Village and the Ounasbro Walk
Rovaniemi · 4 nights

2
DAY 2

Husky Homestead and Arctic TreeHouse Hotel

3
DAY 3

Pyhä Reindeer Farm and Pyhätunturi Ski Resort

4
DAY 4

Stargazing and Northern Lights in Pyhä

?
AFTER THE LAST DAY

Before you go: Rovaniemi

https://tripglobal.ai/trips/lapland-4-day-family-itinerary
https://tp.media/r?campaign_id=541&marker=785659&p=8310&trs=581561&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.airalo.com%2Ffinland-esim


DAY 1  ·  ROVANIEMI, FINLAND

Santa Claus Village and the Ounasbro Walk

Arrival day: an easy start close to your stay Sunrise 10:59 AM Sunset 1:27 PM Your base for 4 nights: Rovaniemi

Spend the morning at Santa Claus Village, then walk Lordi's Square and the Ounasbro riverside path before
dinner at Nili Restaurant.

GO 12:30 PM · 30 minutes

Rovaniemi Airport to Rovaniemi Town Center

A 15-minute drive south from the airport. Catch the local bus (line 8) directly to the town center, or a taxi if you want to
skip the wait. Costs around EUR 11 for the bus or EUR 35-45 for a taxi.
- Airport bus (AirportCoach) · 40 minutes · $15-18 per person
- Shared shuttle · 45 minutes · $20-25 per person
- Taxi · 25 minutes · $50-65 total

Book a transfer

1 1:15 PM · 2 hours

Santa Claus Village
$38 per person · Open 10 AM-5:30 PM

The real Arctic Circle crossing (66°32' north) with a tacky-fun Christmas village
built around it. Kids love the reindeer pen, the postman's office, and the chance
to step over the painted line. Grab the Arctic Circle certificate as proof. About 8
km north of town center; take bus 8 directly there (20 minutes, EUR 4.50 per
person) or a taxi (EUR 25-30).

Insider tip: Skip the pricey restaurants inside. The village itself is free to walk
through; only touristy photo ops and the 'official certificate' cost extra. The
reindeer area is best visited early while they're active.

Open in Google Maps >

2 3:45 PM · 1 hour

Lordi's Square
Free

The heart of Rovaniemi town center, named after the Finnish heavy metal
band. It's a pleasant, walkable plaza with local shops, cafes, and a relaxed
vibe. A 20-minute bus ride back from Santa Claus Village (bus 8 toward the
center), or taxi for EUR 30. This is a gentle reorientation to the real town after
the Christmas commercialism.

Insider tip: Pop into Cafe Lokki or one of the smaller cafes (not the tourist chains)
for hot chocolate and local pastries while you rest.

Open in Google Maps >
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DAY 1: SANTA CLAUS VILLAGE AND THE OUNASBRO WALK (CONTINUED)

3 4:45 PM · 45 minutes

Ounasbro Riverside Walk
Free

A short, scenic walk along the Ounas River just north of the town center. In December at 1:27 PM sunset, this is
your golden hour window. The frozen or partly frozen river and birch trees create a proper Arctic mood. Walk east
from Lordi's Square toward the bridge (10 minutes on foot).

Insider tip: Dress warm; it's around minus 10 to minus 15 degrees. The light at this hour is low and soft, perfect for
photos and letting the kids burn energy.

Open in Google Maps >

4 6:15 PM · 1.5 hours Book ahead

Nili Restaurant
$27-44 per person for dinner · Open 11 AM-10 PM

A cozy, family-friendly spot in central Rovaniemi serving Lappish and Scandinavian food. Reindeer stew, salmon
soup, and good bread. Not fancy, but authentic and warm after the cold walk. Located on Valtakatu, a 5-minute
walk from Lordi's Square.

Insider tip: Book ahead for dinner; December is busy. The reindeer stew is the house specialty. Kids' portions are
available.

Open in Google Maps >

If you land early (optional, close to your stay, before the plan above)

Arktikum: Arctic science and culture museum 2 km north of central Rovaniemi. Bus 8 from airport, 15 minutes. Good for a
quick morning orientation if you arrive before noon.

Rovaniemi Market Hall: Indoor food market in town center with local fish, reindeer meat, and souvenirs. A 10-minute walk
from the bus station; warm and worth a browse if you have an hour to spare.

Open Day 1 as a route in Google Maps
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Ounasbro%20Riverside%20Walk%2C%20Rovaniemi&query_place_id=ChIJceKRNvdLK0QRgzLJK_HSRA8
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DAY 1: SANTA CLAUS VILLAGE AND THE OUNASBRO WALK (CONTINUED)

Where to stay in Rovaniemi

Stay in central Rovaniemi near Lordi's Square or the riverfront. You're close to restaurants, the main bus station for day trips,
and it's a short stroll to Ounasbro bridge for evening walks.

Guesthouse Poronkiehus
Budget · Guesthouse · $
Cosy, affordable, kitchen access. Family-run, kids love the reindeer visits nearby.

Book now Google Maps >

Hostel Rovaniemi
Budget · Hostel · $
Private family rooms available. Budget-friendly, central location, helpful staff for activity bookings.

Book now Google Maps >

Rovaniemi Hostel
Budget · Hostel · $
Private family rooms available. Cheap, social, and staff help book tours and transport.

Book now Google Maps >

Lapland Hotel Rovanemi
Mid-range · Hotel · $$
Central location, family rooms with sauna. Close to town and transport links for next days.

Book now Google Maps >

Lapland Hotels Sky Ounasvaara
Mid-range · Hotel · $$
Mountain views, family rooms, sauna. Easy bus access to husky operators and town center.

Book now Google Maps >

Santa's Hotel Santa Claus
Mid-range · Hotel · $$
On Arctic Circle, kids love the theme. Pool and warm rooms. Walking distance to activities.

Book now Google Maps >

All stays in Rovaniemi Holiday rentals

Where to eat

Ravintola Roka
Finnish · Lunch · $$
Warm reindeer stew and Arctic char. Locals eat here, not tourists. Fills you up fast.

Google Maps >

Café & Bar Nommela
Café · Breakfast · $
Coffee and cinnamon rolls. Quick, no fuss. Good before heading to Santa Claus Village.

Google Maps >

Restaurant Huippuravintola Roka
Scandinavian · Dinner · $$$
Reindeer and Arctic ingredients. Splurge-worthy first night meal with forest views.

Google Maps >
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https://www.stay22.com/allez/roam?aid=novarallc&hotelname=Guesthouse+Poronkiehus&address=Rovaniemi%2C+Finland&campaign=trip-hotel
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DAY 1: SANTA CLAUS VILLAGE AND THE OUNASBRO WALK (CONTINUED)

TOURS & DAY TRIPS FROM ROVANIEMI

3-4 HOURS

Northern Lights hunt by snowmobile or minibus
You'll chase aurora forecasts into the backcountry away from
light pollution, with hot drinks and expert spotters.

Book now

2-3 HOURS

Husky safari
You'll drive your own dog sled team through snowy forests,
and kids can help prepare and handle the huskies
beforehand.

Book now

2-3 HOURS

Reindeer farm visit and sleigh ride
You'll learn traditional Sami herding culture, feed the animals,
and ride through the snow in an authentic sleigh.

Book now

2-3 HOURS

Snowshoeing through Arctic forest
It's quieter and more intimate than motorized tours, and kids
often love the self-paced exploration.

Book now

2-3 HOURS

Arktikum museum and Arctic center
Indoor time to warm up while learning about Arctic wildlife, the
Sami people, and Northern Lights science.

Book now
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DAY 2  ·  ROVANIEMI, FINLAND

Husky Homestead and Arctic TreeHouse Hotel

Sunrise 10:59 AM Sunset 1:27 PM Sleep in Rovaniemi · night 2 of 4

Meet the huskies first, then stop at the Arctic TreeHouse Hotel and head out to Pyhä-Luosto National Park
before coming back to town.

1 8:00 AM · 4 hours Book ahead

Husky Homestead
$87-109 per person · Open Tour departs 8-9 AM, typically 2-3 hours

Meet the sled dogs, learn their names and personalities, then you and the kids take turns driving a team through
forest trails. The guides handle safety; you steer. A 20-minute minibus ride north from Rovaniemi town centre.

Insider tip: Arrive early to help feed the dogs and watch them get harnessed. Your kids remember that more than the
actual ride.

Book tickets Open in Google Maps >

2 12:30 PM · 1 hour Book ahead

Arctic TreeHouse Hotel
$38-55 per person for viewing · Open Tours run afternoon/evening, book ahead

Lunch at their restaurant: reindeer stew, Lappish bread, hot lingonberry juice.
Floor-to-ceiling windows overlook the snowy forest. A 10-minute drive from
Husky Homestead (included in some packages; otherwise taxi or arrange with
your guide).

Insider tip: Book a table when you book the husky safari. The stew is hearty
enough to skip dinner.

Open in Google Maps >

3 2:00 PM · 2 hours

Pyhä-Luosto National Park
Free

Snowshoe walk through quiet birch forest, spotting tracks of reindeer and Arctic hares. The kids enjoy searching
for animal signs. A 30-minute drive from the hotel (your guide can arrange transport, or hire a taxi both ways for
about 60 euros).

Insider tip: Stick to the marked short trail if your youngest is under 8. The forest is magical in low winter light.

Open in Google Maps >

4 4:30 PM · 1.5 hours

Rovaniemi town centre
Free

Return to base for hot chocolate and a walk along the frozen Kemijoki river at
dusk. The riverside lights up at golden hour. A 30-minute drive back to town.

Insider tip: Stop at Cafe Poronkusema for cloudberry hot chocolate. The river is
safe to walk on if it's properly frozen; ask your guide or cafe staff.

Open in Google Maps >
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DAY 2: HUSKY HOMESTEAD AND ARCTIC TREEHOUSE HOTEL (CONTINUED)

Open Day 2 as a route in Google Maps

Where to eat

Cafe Kauppa
Finnish Cafe · Breakfast · $
Warm pastries and hot chocolate before heading out. Fills kids up fast.

Google Maps >

Arctic TreeHouse Hotel Restaurant
Nordic · Lunch · $$
Reindeer stew and cloudberry dessert. Book ahead if you're nearby, worth the stop.

Google Maps >

Ravintola Roka
Finnish · Dinner · $$
Local fish and game. Families welcome, relaxed vibe after a long day outside.

Google Maps >
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&origin=66.5489832%2C25.8551176&destination=66.5%2C25.73333333&travelmode=transit&waypoints=66.5394354%2C25.7999938%7CPyh%C3%A4-Luosto+National+Park%2C+Rovaniemi%2C+Finland
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DAY 3  ·  ROVANIEMI, FINLAND

Pyhä Reindeer Farm and Pyhätunturi Ski Resort

Sunrise 10:59 AM Sunset 1:27 PM Sleep in Rovaniemi · night 3 of 4

Feed the reindeer at the farm, have lunch at Pyhätunturi Restaurant, spend the afternoon at the ski resort, and
drive back to town.

GO 8:30 AM · 45 minutes

Rovaniemi city centre to Reindeer Herding Camp

Drive east from Rovaniemi to a working reindeer farm in the Pyhä-Luosto region. About 45 minutes by minibus or rental
car, arranged through your accommodation or a local tour operator. Kids ride in the herds and help with basic tasks.
- Shared shuttle (tour operator) · 30-40 minutes · $20-30 per person, included with farm ticket usual
- Taxi · 25 minutes · $35-50 total

Book a rental car Book a transfer

1 9:15 AM · 2.5 hours Book ahead

Pyhä Reindeer Farm
$76-98 per person · Open Tour typically 2 hours, morning or afternoon slots

Spend 2-3 hours with a Sámi herder and their reindeer herd. You'll feed and touch the animals, learn about
seasonal migration and herding traditions, and take a short sled ride if snow permits. The herder shares stories
about Arctic life and Sámi culture over hot cloudberry juice and bread. Minibus returns you to Rovaniemi by early
afternoon.

Insider tip: Ask the herder about antler shedding and why reindeer eyes glow in headlights. Kids love these real details.

Book tickets Open in Google Maps >

2 12:15 PM · 1.5 hours

Rovaniemi city centre to Pyhätunturi Restaurant
$22-38 per person for lunch · Open 11 AM-9 PM

Return to Rovaniemi by noon. A 10-minute walk from the town centre to this
hillside restaurant on the edge of the Pyhätunturi ski resort. Stop here for a late
lunch with views of the forest.

Insider tip: Order the reindeer soup or grilled reindeer. Sit by the window to watch
the low winter sun on the snow.

Open in Google Maps >

3 1:45 PM · 1.5 hours

Pyhätunturi Ski Resort
$55-87 per person for afternoon/evening · Open Slopes open 10 AM-8 PM, lessons/activities available

After lunch, climb the short, gentle trail to the Pyhätunturi viewpoint (part of the ski resort). It's a 20-minute walk on
a marked path from the restaurant. At this time of year the light is low and golden. You'll see forest and sky, and on
clear days the landscape rolls toward the Arctic beyond. No skiing needed, just a family stroll.

Insider tip: Start the walk by 1:50 PM to catch the best light before sunset at 1:27 PM. The trail is wide and not steep.

Open in Google Maps >
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DAY 3: PYHÄ REINDEER FARM AND PYHÄTUNTURI SKI RESORT (CONTINUED)

4 3:45 PM · 2.5 hours

Rovaniemi city centre
Free

Return to town by 3:30 PM. Walk around the centre, visit any small shops or
cafes you missed on Day 1, or rest at your accommodation. Grab an early
dinner around 5 PM at a family-friendly spot (e.g. Nili or Roka), then prepare for
the night's Northern lights hunt.

Insider tip: Eat early and light so the kids aren't hungry during the evening hunt.
Pack hot drinks and snacks in a thermos.

Open in Google Maps >

Open Day 3 as a route in Google Maps

Where to eat

Nili
Finnish/Sámi · Breakfast · $$
Warm spot near town center. Order reindeer soup or local pastries before heading east.

Google Maps >

Rautuvaara Wilderness Lodge Restaurant
Finnish/Sámi · Lunch · $$
Inside the reindeer herding area. Warm stew, fresh bread. Book ahead with safari operator.

Google Maps >

Kauppayhtiö
Finnish · Dinner · $$
Back in town. Try Arctic char or traditional poro (reindeer) stew. Cozy for tired kids.

Google Maps >
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DAY 4  ·  ROVANIEMI, FINLAND

Stargazing and Northern Lights in Pyhä

Sunrise 10:59 AM Sunset 1:27 PM Sleep in Rovaniemi · night 4 of 4

Head out to the Pyhä wilderness after dark to look at the stars and watch for the Northern Lights, then warm up
in town.

GO 3:30 PM · 1 hour

Pyhätunturi to Wilderness Viewing Site

Drive north from Pyhätunturi to an open wilderness clearing away from resort lights, about 15km away (20 minutes by
car or arranged transport). Stop at a spot your guide or tour operator chooses for minimal light pollution and clear skies.
- Shared shuttle (tour operator) · 45 minutes · $30-40 per person, usually included in lights tour
- Taxi · 40 minutes · $50-70 total

Book a transfer

1 4:30 PM · 6 hours Book ahead

Pyhä Wilderness Stargazing and Northern Lights Hunt
$130-165 per person · Open Tours run evening to midnight or later

Spend the night in the open (or in a heated cabin if booked) watching for the aurora borealis. Dress in the thermal
gear and warm layers provided. You'll see stars clearly and wait for the green curtains. Most sightings happen
between 9 PM and 2 AM in December.

Insider tip: The aurora is unpredictable. Cloud-free nights give the best odds. Bring a thermos of hot juice for the kids
and patience. Stand still and let your eyes adjust for 15 minutes.

Book tickets Open in Google Maps >

2 10:30 PM · 45 minutes

Rovaniemi Town Center Late-Night Warmup Stop
Free

After the hunt (around 10:30-11 PM), stop at a late-night cafe or hotel lobby bar
in town for hot food and warming up before bed. Most hotels offer 24-hour lobby
access and hot drinks for guests.

Insider tip: Book a tour operator that includes a cafe stop in their package. Sips
by the Fire or a hotel restaurant near your base works.

Open in Google Maps >

Open Day 4 as a route in Google Maps
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DAY 4: STARGAZING AND NORTHERN LIGHTS IN PYHÄ (CONTINUED)

Where to eat

Ravintola Roka
Finnish · Lunch · $$
Warm reindeer soup and local fish. Central Rovaniemi, quick stop before heading out.

Google Maps >

Cafe & Restaurant Koillisravintola
Scandinavian · Dinner · $$
Arctic char and cloudberry dessert. Cosy spot with big windows for aurora watching if it shows.

Google Maps >

Rovaniemi Market Hall (Kauppahalli)
Casual/Snacks · Breakfast · $
Pastries and coffee before dawn. Grab supplies here for the evening wilderness excursion too.

Google Maps >
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BEFORE YOU GO: ROVANIEMI

What are the chances of seeing the northern lights in December?

You've got roughly a 40-60% clear-night chance, depending on weather. December is peak aurora season, but the Arctic
throws clouds around. That's why multiple tours and patience matter more than luck.

Are husky and reindeer farms worth it with kids?

Absolutely. Kids drive the huskies themselves (seated with an adult), and reindeer farms let them feed and handle the animals.
Both last 2-3 hours and are the highlight for most families. Book immediately after purchasing flights.

Do I need to book northern lights tours ahead, or can I book locally?

Book ahead for peace of mind, but most tours have availability week-to-week. Book multiple tour operators (not dates, but
different companies) so you have backup options if one cancels due to poor weather.

What should kids wear for outdoor activities?

Layers trump one thick coat: thermal base, wool mid-layer, insulated parka. The husky and reindeer tours provide blankets, but
bring hand and foot warmers. Change socks after coming indoors to prevent frostbite risk.

What's the weather like in Rovaniemi in December?

Expect -10 to -20°C (14 to -4°F), though it can dip lower. Pack thermal layers, a serious winter coat, insulated boots rated for
extreme cold, a balaclava, and gloves. Hand and foot warmers are essentials.

Do people speak English in Rovaniemi?

Spoken here: Finnish. English is widely spoken in hotels, tour operators, and restaurants, but not reliably in small shops or rural
areas.

Useful phrases:
Kiitos (KEE-tah-toss): Thank you

Kyllä (KYEL-la): Yes

Ei (AY): No

Kuinka paljon (KOO-in-ka PAL-yon): How much

Auta minua (OW-ta MIN-oo-ah): Help me

Is Rovaniemi safe for visitors?

The darkness is intense (the town gets only a few hours of twilight), so carry a headlamp and stick to marked paths.
Hypothermia and frostbite are real risks if you're unprepared for the cold.

What's the emergency number in Finland?

Call 112 for police, ambulance or fire. It's free and works from any phone, including a foreign mobile.

Do you tip in Finland?

Tipping isn't expected in Finland, but rounding up a restaurant bill or leaving 5-10% for exceptional service is appreciated. Tour
guides and drivers often don't expect tips.
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BEFORE YOU GO (CONTINUED)

What do only locals know about Rovaniemi?

Book Northern Lights tours 2-3 days in advance. Clear, cold nights are best, and operators track forecasts closely to
maximize your chances.

Dress warmer than you think you need. Locals will dress warmer than you expect, and they're right.

Visit the Arktikum museum on a darker afternoon to learn Sami culture before heading to reindeer or husky experiences.

Kids tire fast in extreme cold, so book shorter tours (2-3 hours) and build in indoor warm-up breaks.
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